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Refuting Zawahiri on Ibn Taymiyah Excusing the Twelver Shias of Today 


Verily all praise is for Allah, we praise Him and seek His aid and ask for His forgiveness and we seek refuge with Allah from 
the evils of ourselves and our evil actions. Whomever Allah guides there is none who can misguide him, and whomever Allah 
misguides there is none who can guide him, and | bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah alone, 
having no partner, and | bear witness that Muhammad (g) is His slave and His Messenger. 


Zawahiri's letter to Zarqawi 


In July 2005, current al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahiri addressed al-Qaeda’s position on Shia in a letter he sent to Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi. He cited religious and practical reasons for al-Qaeda in Iraq to steer clear of targeting the Shia public and 
places of worship. Referencing Ibn Taymiyyah, he wrote that “such acts affect the protected blood of women, children, and 
noncombatant Shia public, who are protected because they are excused for their ignorance [of true religious doctrine, unlike 
Shia clerics]. This is the consensus of the Sunni toward the Shia public and ignorant followers.” Source 


The Reality 


Ibn Taymiyyah wasn't talking about Twelver Shias and the Rafidha of today, he was talking about Shias in general during his 
time which included the Zaydis. Abu Musab al-Zarqawi mentioned this in his response to Abu Muhammad al-Magdisi. 


Secondly, we know that ibn Taymiyyah rejected the excuse of ignorance for major shirk. And we know that most Twelver 
Shia laymen engage in major shirk nowadays, so ibn Taymiyyah wouldn't excuse them. 


Shaykh al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah [ain das] said: 


“Verily, Allah separated between what is before the Message and what comes after it in regards to Asma’ and Ahkam, and 
also gathered them together. Thus the label ‘Mushrik’ is established before the Message due to him performing Shirk with 
his Lord and sets up with Him another Iläh and rival before the Messenger (3%). So these Asma’ are established [before the 
Message]. Likewise the label of Jahl (ignorance) and Jahiliyyah, and it is said ‘Jahiliyyah’ and ‘Jähil’ before the coming of the 
Messenger. As for punishment, then, no.” 
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Shaykh 'Ali al-Khudayr explains: 


"The meaning of the words of ibn Taymiyyah here is that one is labeled and called a mushrik whenever he commits shirk 
with his Lord, even “before [the coming] of the Message,” meaning, even if he was ignorant." 


Shaykhul-Islam [ibn Taymiyyah] said: 


“Whoever combines insulting him (a companion) and making “All an object of worship, or that he was with the Prophet, and 
Jibril made a mistake in delivering the Message, then there is no doubt from his kufr. Rather, there is no doubt in the one 
who refuses to make takfir of him.” And he himself (ibn Taymiyyah) said in Al-Masdar, “And whoever believes that they 
committed apostasy after the Messenger of Allah except a small group of them (12 individuals), or that in general they were 
evil-doers, then that is no doubt from his kufr. Because he is denying what is contained in the Quran in its apparent meaning 
stating the pleasure [of Allah] with them and the praise [from Allah] upon them. Certainly, the one who doubts this kufr, then 
indeed his kufr has been made apparent.” Then he said, “And this kufr is known by necessity from the Din of Islam.” 
As-Sarim al-Maslül 


Shaykh al-Islam lbn Taymiyah (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: 


al-Saarim al-Maslool ‘ala Shaatim al-Rasool (p. 590) 


Here its saying these actions are kufr in which people aren't generally excused with ignorance, they are known by necessity 
of the din. Now, is there any group who believes the stuff above? Yes, the Twelver Shias/Rafidha. 


Additional Sources: 
e Sheikh Ali Al-Khudayr on the Shia Laymen 
e The Ruling on the Rafidah - Ahlut Tawhid Publications 
e Salih Al-Fawzan | Shi’a Rafidah Laymen are KUFFAR as their Scholars 
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